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45 / INTRODUCTION

This study guide is relevant to GCSE and equivalent level Mandarin.

GCSE LEVEL TOPICS: School life, social issues (authority, the collective and individuality). Themes include childhood, education,
society, Communist China, social rebellion and relationships with friends and school authority figures.

PLOT: Set in the early days of Communist China, this is a charming story of a rebellious young boy who runs riot at his kindergarten
boarding school.

18 b1%7< / CREDITS

Director Zhang Yuan

Country China

Year 2006

Length 91 mins

Genre Comedy/Drama

Script Zhang Yuan, Ning Dai, Wang Shou
Music Carlo Crivelli

Photography  Yang Tao

Cast Dong Bowen (Qiang), Ning Yuanyuan (Nanyan),
Chen Manyuan (Beiyan), Zhao Rui (Laoshi Li), Li Xiaofeng (Ms Tang).
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& H 5,2 / BEFORE THE FILM
Pre-viewing activities

E:& / Director

SEHTAERANETEEARSATNLE. 1 1989 FLEU FRaYy
A, TR AERMIIE . NS B WANERE S
WY, MEHNREAEELRANRG. CNITE MET 2006 4,
HREYSERLT. KTSROEMEREE R , UL |
FEAED , ERIE , ARBH, EF .

1. UTHEREHTEHIRN %/ £ /
Decide whether the following statements are True False

a KTEFERARSE,

b 1315y EHEE —FBMIER.

¢ M KERTF> NFEZIKT.
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E1& / Synopsis

HIeeM R BREA TERIC, @FAREILR, B MEEIELY
JLE. #LENERFESZR, ZMHEINBENIT—RIREBAVEX,
XL AT A BN F Fr BOB ST BRI SR 350, &) LEB RN IERR
B. RLEREEZEACFKRFET, BORZ, HALNAT, BEZRBE
MAFEFELLF, FZMRERY. RFEFARNE, BLEERETHNNERE
ZHLFN . X TFieieskin, ERXFEECEMMAIEM it collective &
EEREEN. MELRSNNEERMAXIMATE, RERTZIMAERNE
¥R, RTEBRIET o

ATARHL, TR RER T HILENREAY), NETHMAE, FAhETN
A& #)LERN/NBRNEBRBMf—EIt. fthT2fmfEz4)) =N,
ARMINARE TR BRI RIRB? AR X AHFTIE?

2. [ZEIERE, fRHIA T AR EMITEEHIRN % / H /

Read the synopsis and state whether the statements are: True False

a G EEIERIT.

b %) LEMNEEREER.

¢ &)LE R/ NIRRT ARG -

d BEEEKE, NMIZMEZFKRK.

e /NRETTF LA,

f ieteER T4 LEEE.

9 TR MR/ NRAR -

3. (REERIE BT HREIESGAG?
Can you find a synonym for the word  ‘#ZF11" 7
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3. RIEEIREZ O H
Look at the posters and answer the questions:

." b
1

e R ED

a /NEER): STTRERIES

Group work: examine the poster layouts and spot the differences

bl FRERSHNETESRERT. (REEIERPAFEIERPG?

Look at the Chinese poster translate the title of the film. What do you notice?

o /NHEER): REgREEMPREEERNAEZE?

Group work: Can you find other examples of where the Chinese poster differs from the English?
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E 152 & / DURING THE FILM
While watching activities

5. AN AR EIEETH IR 3/ 5/

State whether the following statements are: True False

o /NITEERRRR/NRRAT

b HieeF2THCFKRIR, FAUANT —H/NLi.

¢ BRZIDLR T T3tete—m AL 1L,

6. B TIRMEFZHPITEINEE
Write down as many Chinese words that you hear from the film
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7. WATE R (A-F) Z2EBHEFEFTHS

Put the following photos (A-F) in order according fo the film

8. RIATULE (1-6) FIAEKE & (A-F) EREEk
Link the statements (1-6) with the related pictures (A-F)

b)
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1) EAGeeMrpEREE MERE ENAT, fbTHARA T EFRE.

2)  BREWEENBR—REER, FRNETE CAKIR .

3)  TieteE/NBE&, R AMBTAEFiC.
4)  BREWM—DENE, —BMNARIER.

S)  FIieIEMEMPMNNBE—REAEMA, BEEIMHITE T ],
AR AMEREEER, TEA.

6) BRELERKE, NAZNIMBEE LW

—
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9. AATRCOAImA T71ete . FfkmdLsk

Use the following words to describe the characters Qiangqgiang, Nanyan and Beiyan.

Irig

10. 1REE M E b SRR fth{ 705 ?

Can you think of any other Chinese words to describe them?
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& 5cH S5 / AFTER THE FILM
Post-viewing activities

N /NEFESD: FEIRAT R TFSEKITNLE, iIMEMN B SENXSIE PR E X E
S

Group work: read the following statements (A-E) about the director, Yuan ZHANG, and
try to find the same information in the interview below:

a) The film is adapted from a book called ‘Could be beautiful’.

b) The director, Yuan ZHANG, did not expect viewers to find his film humorous.
c) Yuan ZHANG's daughter played the role of ‘Nan Yan’ in the film.

d) Yuan ZHANG used to be a painter, which has influenced the style of his film.

e) Yuan ZHANG will not direct another film that is related to children.
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PROJECTOR

Interview with the director

Interviewer: AT A BRIXEERR?

Yuan ZHANG: 1997 F/BE, EMHR/NE CBELEEREY RIERR, FEaY
BIREN, BPEIEFEFEMK B

Interviewer: REVREEERZIEEFTER, EALSGITEERFYER TS
N KR, BELE?

Yuan ZHANG: FORERIVARSREBXE— WA EY, LiFZFIXRE
Ef”*ﬁ’]%/ﬁﬁkﬂ]§%‘i’tﬁ7§

Interviewer: RSN L ths5 7T HEENFIE?

Yuan ZHANG: =0, wEEmmERE ‘Fmik’ .

Interviewer: AT ABFABELILR?

Yuan ZHANG: KRB AERERELIL, BELILEHERK, BRYKE
¥, FOEE, DA,

Interviewer: XEEENEEEFRZE, XEAEREBUNZEEESX?

Yuan ZHANG: | RIZ2EXEMN. BRERZFURIZNEHE, EHREZRFH
E-T'}a'?/, /\%EE_J.U:'{%?*E/PHL jﬁk%T%)ﬁo

Interviewer: MRENSEHEF, BRESYSEL? EREEE?

Yuan ZHANG: | EiZ—XHIiE, HIE2SWSE, XPIRVEEES .

Interviewer: IETERE5E%Z B B IE?

Yuan ZHANG: | BERAS T, M/NEFHEBEEHRAZRHERHNE.

Source: http://csjr.zjol.com.cn/html/2006-04/21/content_546858.htm
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12. B, NENHGRRREENL)LENEREE. RIEEthE XS EE
e? tban, BIBEAAEZY, MR FRME; RE/NALMMIT;, T2ECFR
e, HET; FF. NATRE, RAGEAPXXIIHRITEEZREE.

Fang Qianggiang had difficulties adapting to the collective life in a kinder garden. What
do you think these difficulties were? For example, he felt lonely when his parents were
not around, he had no friends and he didn’t know how to dress himself or how to fie his
shoelaces. Discuss in small groups and make a list of these difficulties, using as many

Chinese words as possible.

13. RIEFEER L EEMEHA?

How would you periodise the film?

4. IREEMFE AR EIS “E60E" MXPNERIE? thin, Kk 85N, &KiE.
Are there clues in the ‘mise-en-scéne’ (before the camera), such as the clothes, architec-
ture and school facilities?
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15, XEEEIRIFANTRTFHREHERMARNBLEE?

What might this tell us about Chinese history and culture?

16. (REFHICIELUES AT ATFRIA?
What kind of person do you think Qianggiang will grow to be?

Can you add more words to the list below?

1ETA / Positive 2 T / Negative
Strong Annoying
Well-organised Marginalised
Creative Criminal

Well-suited to the collective life Political dissident
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Filmography

Zhang Yimou

‘Mama’ 1990

‘Beijing Bastards’ (Beijing zha zhong) 1993

‘Sons’ (Erzi) 1996

‘East Palace, West Palace’ (Dong gong xi gong) 1997
‘Seventeen Years’ (Guo nian hui jia) 1999

‘I Love You’ (Wo ai ni) 2002

‘Green Tea’ (Lu Cha) 2003

‘Little Red Flowers’ (Kan shang qu hen mei) 2006

‘Dada’s Dance’ (Dada) 2008

Chinese Films of Interest

‘Goddess’ (Shengnu), Wu Yonggang, 1935

‘Street Angel’ (Malu tianshi), Yuan Muzhi, 1937

‘Spring in a Small Town’ (Xiaocheng zhi chun), Fei Mu, 1948
‘Red Detachment of Women’ (Hongse niangzijun), Xie Jin, 1961
‘Stage Sisters’ (Wutai jiemei0, Xie Jin, 1965

‘One and Eight’ (Yige he bage), Zhang Junzhao, 1984

“Yellow Earth’ (Huang tudi), Chen Kaige, 1984

‘Red Sorghum’ (Hong gaoliang), Zhang Yimou, 1987

‘Raise the Red Lantern’ (Dahong denglong gaogao gual), Zhang Yimou, 1991
‘Farewell My Concubine’ (Bawang bieji), Chen Kaige, 1993
‘Pickpocket’ (Xiao Wu), Jia Zhangke, 1998

‘Platform’ (Zhantai), Jia Zhangke, 2000
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